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The traditional pageantry of an academic procession, such as the one which opens our ceremony
today, is most impressive. The wearing of the academic regalia dates back to Middle ages, and the
array of gowns and vividly colored hoods worn by our faculty and administration attest to their
scholarly achievement.

The American system of academic heraldry indicates the level of degree, the field of study in which
it was earned, and the institution by which it was granted. The hood provides academic attire with
its color and offers the most information about its wearer. The lining of the hoop bears the color of
colors of degrees-granting college or university: its velvet facing reveals the color assigned to each
field of study. The master’s hood is pointed, while the doctor’s hood is bell-shaped and may bear
velvet trimming on the sleeves.



